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conclusions th.e 
sionj and a supple and kc'd 

government. ,-o-u.m,,o*d-r> 

, -'■‘i oi _this is done in a brie' boor ' ’ 'fl 

some ex pages of note 
‘ippfiTidics^s, snci in<lGvj *•>.•.* •...--i,, • ' 

'vhich Ti'' ^ « volume on 

^na es«nur.ea, ar;d coniaiiiing a 

of -niormatioS cn fa^A 
-ue ua^a^mation of President X'en".pr<v 
am tae practical operation of the com- 
mission tvhich iavestigated ^he c:rc-m 
swnces of that crime: <-rc>.m- 

B.psiein does not resolve the ovec. 
t-.ons. He does, however, puv together a 

convincmg argument that the commis- 

under stag- 
picsaurcs 0i linie <ind coniplic^- 
i:on., :om. oy a uuali.^m iiz purp**;-e (’‘If 
-tae explicit purpose of the commissioir 
^'^=‘-■',>■<5 ascertain and expose the facts, " 
.ne^ impncit purp<Kc was to protect the 

iluviOi'iui by LV*ST)t-*nir^''-'' ’'u- 

mors"), confus.td by a iaefc of prece- 
dent m priKeciircs. ;'.ccnm2,;i=hed lags 
u.an wac. claimed for ,t, uiffniately vro- 
l“: -PSieir.'s words, a ''version of 
f.to Li'i-ui , n^ition 



c|de t^s condition. (Tltey state, it ■sdil 
_ aiia<^iled,_that the first bullet did not 
irora ths fremt of the President's 
S'urthermore, even if the Sum- 
? 5 ^rj-’ aitd Supplemental Report are in- 
aiEurate" (both i-acidentaiiy are n> 
pitted in part as appendices) '’other 
(jiiience arose whicis showed that it 
not nossibjC inat ooth men wete 
_ J|t by the same buUst. Unless iiie basic 
Itcbt' Os^umpnon e^iao— ay 
tie commission are incorrect, there is a 
sTiVing case that Oswald could not have 
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.;a:*ticd ruction :, 

'■•Omnniji «Oi”i n'f'iiV 

s i * ^ n I inconv«n“iic-:it 
mors than three shots ’, 
day President licnmy:!’ 

ut.i 7 , Conrittily '/vas vro 
in order to susb-tin z‘:\o 
u.iab Oi^v/a^d \v.';,v the scis CL'^£Zi>nzi, It 
was r,ece.?3a^' to acoopn lao thcon' :hr.£ 
G-jv. ConnaliV tvas tvouncc-ci bv a buiiet 
which had passed through the body of 
President Kennedy. For. the fiim taken 
Dy an amateur movie photographer, 
-Voraham Zapmicior. cnabicsi i.avestigri- 
tors to reconsttmet both tho time so- 
quence and the position of the car in re- 
lationship to tite tvindow of tho Texas 
Book Depository from which at least 
three shots v/ero iirC'!. 

"The Zapruder film shows that the 
assassinatzoa cou.d have been commit- 
tC'X hy one ai' n .tiorte cniy Jr.def one 
condii;on;_ that Kannody and Connally 
were hit by the sante hulict,’’ Zpstoia 
concludes, “ifowever, the FBI Sumaaa- 
ry and Suppicmentel Report's state- 
cicnts on. the a.,-:opsy, if accurate, pre- 




Tlie Warren Report 

CiXitioucd frora First Pajo ' 
ti'Or. on which they arc ba.ted.' 

In.iteaci, he bases his .study on a di.s- 
pas-sionate asse.sament of the initiation, 
orgardzation and direction of the inves- 
tigation, its scope and limit.?, the practi- 
cal concerns of gathering information 
and W'riting the report. His sources are 
the o.mniission's report and the 2S. vo- 
lumes of testimoav and e-rhihits. the in- 
vesti^tive reports tn the U.3. N'ational 
Archit'es (except for those which re- 
main classified.!, the working p.sper.s of 
the conitnfssion, supplied by a member 
of the staff, V/esley J. Lie'-c-ier (whose 
erftique %>f the commission report i.s ex- 
tensively quoted;, and interviews with 
live of th'i seven membe.’s of the. com- 
mi?ai'op, witit numerous .suit mentbers 
irS'tiudlng J. Lee Rankin, the commi.s- 
iiiori 5 coun 5 f 2 l, 

Qec.a-jse of hi? access to the working 
papers and the remar’xs of the staff. 
Fpstein Is aide to report, the complex 
tangle of viewpoint.; and conflicU in 
the course of t,he 10-:nonth investiga-. 
tion. 

Art L'vy Quectiort 

Hi? evaluation of the evidence re- 
gardhij!; OswaS-.i must be read in its 
c ireful step - by - .step devoiopment. 
’.‘.'nelhcr p'Ou acce.ot the Ucfuist raised in 
that account or not, it certainly sug- 
gests that liiere remain? much tc> be 
done, many question.? to be an?.'.'ored. 
Perhaps the first would be tlie release 
of the compiete tran.'icript of the in- 
terrogatioa of Oswald ut) to the time of 
hi; death. 

Mors important, however, is hi? criti- 
cal assessment of the comrai.-sion an.t 
its methexi? both in r/ivactical ternv? and 
in th'i larger^ context of 'truth-finding 
at a political eiv/ironmc-ni.' Without ’ 
.'iueiuoning the ir.oU’.’es of the commi?- 
si'Snera, he point? oat and u.nderscores 
the truism that “a governmental in- 
quity docs not take place in a vacuum.' ‘ 
'Roiitical truth" as he terai.s it i.s affect- ' 
&1 by situation? in which 'the nation’? 
laith. in its own. institution? wa? held to 
be at stake.’ 

Thus, the duaii?m between the expli- 
cit purpea-o ("to ascertain, evaluate, 
and report’ according to Executive Or- 
ut^r 11130 which, cstahlishcd £he com- 
mission) and the implicit purpose, a? ' 




oonceU’-O'i h-/ some oi the cc.n*rr.;.?s;on- 
ers. 2,lcCloy: “to sho’V the v/orld that 
America is not a banana repahUc. 
where a goveniinent, can be chan'jed hy 
conspiracy.' Sen. Ox>pcr. ':o liii ih-e 
ciouci _of doubts that had iieen cast over 
-American itmiiution;?.' There wtis the 
pressure c,[ public curiosity and the 
pressure from trie White House on the 
timing of tho repr^ort. 

'The two riurjxi.se.s.' Hpistein writes, 
"were compatible so iong as the liamag- 
ing rumors were untrue. But what i: a 
rumor damaging to tiw national inter-- 
esc proved to be iruc'' The commis- 
sion's explicit purpose would dictate 
that the im'onnation be exp/o.s»,-d re- 
gar;.i:e-'s <■>:" the consequences, •.vhiic t'r.e 
C'.>.ntmUsion'.s implicit ;Ti:."po.S5 wo-u'.’l 
dicta tvi ch.at tiie rumor bo iih-peUe'i re- 
gardless of the fact that it was true. In 
a cor.nict oi this ;.art, one of 'he com- 

rni.v;>»oii .•> p\» ’b'iVia 

doininant/ 

Yet, it is in practical terms tiut, r.'-p- 
stein is mo.st ciiiical I'aiway-s genUy 
and soberly). .Among the ir.os; imp.sr- 
tanti the commisiio.-. .m.err.be.ni vrere 
riecessariiy p-art-tinie ar.d conid n >i de- 
vote the necessary' con-rpietc atzeniron 
to ths in'-'estig-ation (aUer.--;aace rec- 
ords ranged from Sen. ilusseii who 
hea.’-d abciut 6^'. of the te.-r'i.-.-ony to Al- 
ien DuUes who hear'i 71 o'; aveni-ge 
the corr.misidon had no incepeit- 
denc investigating group, had to* de- 
P e n d on government in'.’e,-.tig3‘.ii'.g 
ageriC.es, sor-ne oi 'whom v.-.ei'e 'ander 
question t.nemsolves and hardly enthu- 

vllC.r* (y-^y 

SiOil ot CiTcus OL conc'jra v/hieh lAinded 
to fragment the portion; of the inquiry; 
tii.i pre,s.s of time; the ftrr.nha.-;;; on tan- 
gential matters, 'Ie;s than one-third of 
t’nc commission h-c-aring.; — about SI 
hours out of a total of 214^— dealt with 
perthient facts of the a.«a3.5inat:on’; 
the fai'.'ure to use adve.m-ary mean.; of 
O'jo.stionir;g; the seiection o'f witnesses 



and the decision.; -ss to credibility, 

’ Report CHaSfengadf 

ATten some of the staff a.sked tough 
questions iney were reprimanded. 
When others doubted Marina Oswald's 
t-estimony, wished to examine her 
runher. Chief Justice Warren closed 
the possibility by saying he copMsidered 
himself to- be "a judge of human 1»- 
and ne the other comimssion- 
ers f'aliy beheved iier t.estlm.any. 

In the 'writing of the repv>rt,' the se- 
lection and interpretation of evidence 
butcres.sed certain '/emi.or.s. Epstein 
gnyes a number of example.; of per- 
linenc ev'idence ovt-rUwketi, rejected or 
une.xpiored. and these particularly in 
e-xpert '.estimoay and in the stat-c.ment.s 
of Certain, eyev/itnesses, 

Richard H, Itovcre. -u'ho has provid- 
ed an introduction to tho book, .says 
inat he is convinced th.it Epstein has 
r.u.:cc.33:ulij' c a a 1 1 e n g e d t.he c-iaims 
i.iaue lyr t-i'C Warren Cornmis.sion Re- 
pori m Harrison Saiish'ary’s scatemenl 
tint tile invesiigation was “exhaus- 

t»Vii tkiivi. wi'.o-t i«o iiiaiorial queiuon rO" 
ra:tiru> ur.r«i,>oIvea.* 

Remaps most in-ipj.>fi,'int is . Rovere'.; 
Truiute to Epstein as "a .sin.gi.e .;choi-ir* 
wao h.as done v.'h,it tho .American press 
■snou.'a Iiav-e u-tite when the AVarren. 
Cwrnmi.ssio.n report wa.s hsisaeii: "It 
sivoalu have cast a verj' c--:»l eye on the 
report and iou.ghc lo Seam, from those 
w!io prepare-d ii how ir. tva_; prepare-i, 
who d.;: the iiC'ivy '.vor..:, aaci wiiat in- 
dividual -x'-orkers tisoiigiit of ihie colSec- 
ti've prixi'act. itr. Epstein's schoiarly 
Uio!-> .,;ip,pi.-n to lie. those smployyi day 
:n and day out by journalists. But the 
prea.5 left it to a single scholar to find 
chi! nc-.v!;.* 

It is a point well taken and I hope a 
i-csson. 




